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Survey Project & Profile 



States: 


Alabama, Arkansas, Kansas, Mississippi, NewJ ersey. New York 


Title: 


Interstate Survey: 

What Do Voters Say About K- 12 Education in Six States? 


Survey Organization: 


Braun Research Incorporated (BRI) 


Sponsor: 


The Foundation for Educational Choice 


Interview Dates: 


J uly 26 to August 1, 20 10 


Interview Method: 


Live Telephone | 80% landline and 20% cell phone per state 


Avg Interview Lengths: 


AL=12m; AR=llm; KS=10m ; MS=llm; NJ=10m; NY=10m 


Language(s): 


English 


Sample Frame: 


Registered Voters (via Survey Sampling International) 


Sampling Method: 


Random Digit Dial (RDD) 


Sample Sizes: 


AL=60 1; AR=603; KS=602; MS=603; NJ=602; NY=603 


Margin of Error: 


±4.0 percentage points for each state sample; 
±1.6 percentage points for the total sample 


LL Response Rates: 


AL=24.7%; AR=24.0%; KS=25.3%; MS=23.2%; NJ =20.9%; NY=21.2% 


Cell Response Rates: 


AL=20.2%; AR=19.5%; KS=20.2%; MS=18.7%; NJ =17.3%; NY=17.3% 


Weighting? 


Yes (Gender, Race, Age, Education Level) 


Oversampling? 


No 



Paul DiPerna is responsible for overall polling design; guestion wording and ordering; this 
paper’s analysis, charts, and writing; and any unintentional errors or misrepresentations. 
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State Profiles in K-12 



Avg State Rank on NAEP 1 
High School Graduation Rate 2 

# Regular Public School Students 3 

# Charter School Students 4 

# Private School Students 5 

% Public School Students 6 
% Charter School Students 6 
% Private School Students 6 

# School Districts 3 

# Regular Public Schools 3 

# Charter Schools 3 

# Private Schools 5 

Virtual Schools Climate 7 

% Free and Reduced-Price Lunch 3 
% Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
% English Language Learners (ELL) 3 

$ Revenue Per Student 8 
$ Per Student Spending 8 



Alabama 


Arkansas 


Kansas 


45 


39 


13 


63% 


69% 


75% 


745,668 


471,976 


466,716 


None 


6,989 


4,344 


72,037 


34,850 


43,413 


91.2% 


91.9% 


90.7% 


None 


1.4% 


0.8% 


8.8% 


6.8% 


8.4% 


133 


245 


318 


1,639 


1,151 


1,447 


None 


32 


35 


423 


305 


246 


Low 


Low 


Moderate 


52% 


57% 


43% 


11% 


14% 


14% 


3% 


6% 


7% 


$10,356 


$9,758 


$11,805 


$9,197 


$8,677 


$9,883 



Mississippi 


New Jersey 


New York 


49 


3 


26 


62% 


83% 


71% 


491,591 


1,362,149 


2,706,122 


371 


19,271 


34,683 


47,955 


204,486 


458,231 


91.1% 


85.9% 


84.6% 


0.1% 


1.2% 


1.1% 


8.9% 


12.9% 


14.3% 


152 


616 


728 


1,089 


2,615 


4,717 


1 


68 


119 


219 


1,441 


2,130 


Low 


Low 


None 


68% 


30% 


45% 


13% 


17% 


16% 


1% 


4% 


7% 


$8,880 


$18,007 


$19,081 


$7,890 


$17,620 


$16,794 
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State Profile Notes 



1. U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP). Average of four rankings (rounded upward to nearest single digit) based on 2009 state scale scores for 4th grade reading; 4th 
grade math; 8th grade reading; 8th grade math (respectively, AL: 39, 49, 43, 49 I AR: 40, 35, 40, 40 I KS: 16, 6, 19, 11 I MS: 46, 50, 50, 50 I NJ: 

2, 5, 2, 5 I NY: 15, 26, 31, 31). 

URL: nationsreportcard.gov/data_tools 

2. Reported high school graduation rates, determined by Cumulative Promotion Index (CPI) on the Education Counts section of the Education 
Week website. Data for 2006-2007 school year. Editorial Projects In Education, accessed 10/12/10. 

URL : www .edcounts.org/ createtable 

3. U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data (CCD). Data for 
the 2008-2009 school year. Alabama does not have a charter school law. 2008 IEP data - imputed for Alabama and Mississippi because of 
irregularity in the states' 2009 data. 

URL : nces .ed .go v/nationsreportcard/ states 

4. U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data (CCD). Data for 
the 2008-2009 school year. Enrollment data missing for 7 New Jersey charters and 14 New York charters. Alabama does not have a charter school 
law. 

URL: nces.ed.gov/ccd/schoolsearch 

5. U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private School Universe Survey (PSS). Data for 2007-2008 school year. 
URL : nces .ed .go v/surveys/pss/tables/table_2008_l 5 .asp 

6. Percentages are meant for general impression purposes only. State-level data on home-school students are generally unreliable, and this 
subpopulation of students could not be included in this table. Due to rounding, percentage totals may be slightly greater or less than 100%. 

7. States rated as Low, Moderate, or High, based on John Watson, Butch Gemin, Jennifer Ryan, and Matthew Wicks, Keeping Pace with K-12 Online 
Learning: An Annual Review of State-Level Policy and Practice, (Evergreen Education Group, 2009), Table 1. 

URL: www.kpkl2.com/downloads/KeepingPace09-fullreport.pdf 

8. Lei Zhou, Revenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary and Secondary Education: School Year 2007-08 (Fiscal Year 2008) (NCES 2010-326). U.S. 
Department of Education. Washington, D.C.: National Center for Education Statistics (May 2010). 

URL: http://nces.ed. gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2010326 

Student spending data include dollars spent on instruction, instruction-related, support services, and other elementary/secondary current 
expenditures, but exclude expenditures on long-term debt service, facilities and construction, and other programs. 
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